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31st  August,  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ny  Report  for  the  year  1958 
which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  v/ith  Circular  2^58  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  presentation  of  the  Vital 
Statistics  is  as  required  hy  that  circular* 

Although  the  popiiLation  of  Potters  Bar  (Registrar 
General's  Estimate)  has  shown  an  increase  from  20,370  to 
22,000,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that,  amongst  the  vital 
statistics,  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  dropped  from  15# 8 
to  10*3  and  that  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  Births  was  nil*  No  deaths  occurred  from  Acute 
Polionvyelitis ,  Diphtheria,  "Whooping  Cough,  Meningococcal 
Infections,  Pregnancy,  Child-birth  or  Abortion.  Notifications 
of  measles  showed  this  year  the  usual  cyclical  decrease. 

There  were  two  isolated  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning,  only  one  of 
v/hich  required  hoatpital  treatment* 

I  was  extremely  glad  to  note  that  a  weekly  collection  of 
refuse  was  introduced  during  the  year,  providing  a  long 
desired  service. 

All  members  of  the  staff  showed  their  usual  efficiency 
and  in  conclusion  I  have,  as  always,  to  thank  all  those  who 
have  contributed  to  tilis  report,  either  by  working  in  the 
services  mentioned  in  it,  or  by  collating  the  necessary 
material.  I  woiiLd  especially  thank  Mr.  Rooley  and  Mr*  Rixson 
for  their  work  in  the  various  services  necessary  to  the  well 
being  of  our  population* 

I  am, 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.I.  OUTRAM 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  A 


STATISTICS  im  SOCIiX  CONDITIONS 

OP  THE  AREA 


Area  ••  ••  ••  ••  •»  ••  ••  ••  6,129  acres 

Population  (raid  1958  -  Registrar  General's 

Estiraate)  ••  ..  ••  ••  .  22,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  Deceniber,  1958)  6,970 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1958)  ••  ••  ••  £366,460 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  1958)  ••  £1,379*19*5 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  ••  ••  ••  . .  ••  398 

Live  birth-rate  (unadjusted) per  1,000 

population  ••  ••  ••  ••  .  18*1 

Live  birth-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  l6#3 

Still-births  .  10 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  24*5 

Total  live  and  stiJLl-births  #•  ••  •*  ••  408 

Infant  deaths  ••  ••  ..  ••  .  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  total  10*1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

legitimate  10«  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

illegitimate  NIL 

Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  ^our  weeks)  5«0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births  2. 3 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ••  MEL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still-births  HEL 

Death-rate  ^unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  ••  7»7 

Death-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  •#  10.6 


BIRTHS 


j - 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

1958 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

201 

188 

389 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

- 

— 

T0Ti\LS 

i  -  -  - 

206 

192 

398 

6 

4 

10 

DEATHS  -  Causes 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis  -  Respiratoiy  System  •• 

Tuberculosis  -  other  forms  ••  •« 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ••  ••  •• 

Measles  . .  •.  ••  •• 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  •• 

Cancer  -  all  forms  and  other  malignant 
neoplasms . .  •  •  •  • 

Eeukaemia  ••  . . 

Diabetes  ••  . .  •• 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Heart  Diseases  . . . 

Other  Circulatory  disease  ••  •• 

Influenza  ••  ••  ••  «.  •• 

Pneumonia  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Bronchitis  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  •  • 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Hephritis  and  Nephrosis  ••  «•  •• 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ••  ••  •• 

Congenital  Malformations  ••  •• 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ••  ••  •• 

Other  Accidents  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Suicide  . 

Other  causes  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Totals 


Hbte«  No  deaths  occurred  from  Acute  Polionyelitis,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Meningococcal  Infections,  Pregnancy, 
Child-birth  or  Abortion. 


The  following  tables  show  details  of  statistics  for  the 
years  since  1941* 

1.  POFULiiTIQN,  R/iTE/iBLE  V/iLUE.  etc. 


Year 

Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 

Rateable 
Value  at 

31 3 t  March 

Population 

(raid-year) 

1921  (Census) 

£ 

3135 

1931  (Census) 

- 

% 

5720 

1941 

4429 

150,369 

14850 

1942 

4429 

153,210 

14660 

1943 

4431 

152,572 

14290 

1944 

4432 

152,896 

14190 

1945 

4i02 

153,286 

14270 

1946 

4554 

152,792 

15350 

1947 

4724 

157,834 

16120 

1948 

4837 

162,743 

16340 

1949 

5006 

163,376 

16540 

1930 

5028 

168,364 

16660 

1951 

5074 

169,444 

16800  ^Estimate) 
17163  (Census) 

1952 

5:149 

171,671 

16970 

1953 

5247 

174,831 

17210 

1954 

5286 

180,300 

17620 

1955 

5W5 

187,121 

17790 

1956 

5700  ' 

193,264 

I89IO 

1957 

6400 

332,572 

20370 

1958 

1  - 

6970 

366,460 

22000 

2,  DEATH  RATE.  BIRTH  Ri.TE.  etc.  ( UnadLiusted) 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortsility 
Rate 

19U 

• 

•f 

+ 

1942 

9.9 

17.1 

23.9 

1945 

9.7 

17.4 

16.1 

19V*- 

8.9 

20.6 

30.8 

1945 

10.4 

15.4 

56.4 

1946 

8.7 

18.4 

14.1 

1947 

8.9 

19.0 

32.  d 

1948 

7.8 

17  •! 

6.9 

1949 

7.8 

15.3 

15.9 

1950 

8.4 

15.2 

19.8 

1951 

9.8 

14.6 

24.5 

1952 

8.9 

13.8 

21.3 

1953 

8.3 

14.2 

16.4 

1954 

7.4 

14.0 

12.1 

1955 

8.0 

13.6 

8.3 

1956 

9.2 

15.7 

•27.0 

1957 

8.5 

•  15.5 

15.8 

1958 

7.7 

18.1 

10.1 

+  Figures  not  available 


Section  B 


GENER/>L  EROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  Council' s  Public  Health  Committee  deals  with  all 
matters  relating  to  Public  Health  including  Slum  Clearance* 
Certain  other  functions  of  the  department,  however,  are 
specifically  referred  to  other  Committees,  e*g*  work  covered 
by  the  Shops  Act  and  Petroleum  Acts  is  dealt  with  by  the 
General  Puip)Oses  Committee,  and  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts  are  dealt  with  by  the  Hoxasing 
Committee* 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ••  «• 

(part-time) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  •• 

f 

Xkdditional  Public  Health 

Inspector  •• 


M*I*Outram, 

J.H.Rooley, 

R*W*Rixson, 


M*B* ,Ch*B* , 

D.P*H. 

M*R.S.H*, 

M*A*P*H.I. 

M*R*S*H*  , 
M.A.P.H.I. 


Both  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  whole-time  officers, 
and,  in  addition  to  the  basic  qualification,  are  qualified 
Meat  and  Pood  Inspectors,  and  possess  the  Diploma  in  Sanitary 
Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works* 

The  Senior  Inspector  holds  the  additional  appointments  of 
Housing  Manager  and  Inspector  imder  the  Shops  Act  and  Petroleum 
Acts*  The  Additional  Inspector  is  also  Assistant  Shops  Act 
Injector,  and  an  appointed  authorised  officer  under  the 
Petroleum  Acts*  Both  are  appointed  officers  under  various 
minor  enactments  such  as  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  Heating 
Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952,  etc** 

LABOR/iTQRY  FACILITIES 

The  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Colindale,  N*W*9»  This  laboratory  is 
directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
were;- 


Milk  Sairples  **  .  ••  *•  •*  69 

Ice-Cream  sanples  •*  •*  .*  * . 97 
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AMBUUUCE  FACILITIES 


The  iiLibiilance  Service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  CJounty 
Council  and  vehicles  are  kept  at  various  stations  throughout 
the  County.  At  the  present  time  no  vehicles  operate  from  the 
Fire  and  Ambulance  Station,  Mutton  Lane. 

NURSmC  IN  TTIE  HOME 

Miss  M.M.  Palmer  of  1,  Prowyke  Crescent,  South  Mimms  and 
Mrs.  Y.M.E.M.  Hov/ell  of  80,  Mimms  Hall  Road,  Potters  Bar  are 
registered  midv/ives;  I^s.  Wilkinson  of  255,  Mutton  Lane  and 
Miss  Oberton  of  6l,  The  Walk  are  Queen's  Nursing  Sisters. 

TRE/mffilNT  CENTRES  iiND  CLINICS 

There  are  two  clinics  -  one  at  the  Village  Hall,  Pligh 
Street,  Potters  Bar,  and  one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton 
Lane.  Both  these  centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Area 
Health  Committee  and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity 
and  child  welfare  and  dental  services. 

HOSPITiiI£ 

There  are  three  hospitals  within  the  district  -  Potters 
Bar  and  District  Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  the  Clare  Hall 
Hospital  at  South  Mimms,  and  the  Pawling  Home  for  Children  at 
Kitts  End.  The  first  two  are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group 
Hospital  l^anagement  Committee. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to 
hospital  ar®  normally  sent  to  Coppett's  Wood  Hospital. 

The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters  Bar  area  is  held  at 
Clare  Hall. 

Section  C 

S/iNITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Barnet  District  Water 
Conpany,  and  all  houses  have  a  mains  supply.  During  the  year, 
98  sanples  were  submitted  to  independent  analysts  -  34  for 
chemical  and  64  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these, 

58  were  representative  of  supply,  and  57  were  free  from 
B.  Coli  I  in  100  m.l. 

In  addition  1889  samples  were  examined  in  the  Conpany'  s 
laboratoiy  -  1637  bacteriological  and  252  chemical  examinations. 
Of  the  1637,  1315  were  representative  of  supply  of  which  number 
1314,  namely  were  found  to  be  free  from  B.  Coli  Type  I  in 

100  m.1. 


-9, 


SEWERAGE  AM)  SEWAG-E  DISPOSAL 


On  the  sewerage  system  of  sewage  disposal  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows; - 

"The  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  the  soil  sewerage 
scheme  which  extended  and  ieproved  the  system  in  the  south 
eastern  part  of  the  district  catering  for  the  large  scale 
development  which  has  taken  place  in  that  area. 

Work  was  continued  on  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the 
Council’s  older  soil  sewers,  entailing  the  rebuilding  of  a 
number  of  manholes. 

Investigation  of  the  problem  of  the  infiltration  of 
surface  water  into  the  soil  sewers  continues.  Such  investi¬ 
gation  confirms  the  view  that  this  question  is  not  easy  of 
solution  and  the  efforts  which  the  Council  are  making  are 
likely  to  be  of  long  duration,  and  costly.  When  infiltration 
is  discovered,  either  by  defects  or  wrong  connection,  every 
effort  is  made  to  have  them  rectified  and  such  work  will  con¬ 
tinue  with  all  the  speed  possible  with  the  staff  and  labour 
available. 

The  inproveraents  and  repairs,  coupled  with  routine 
inspections  and  maintenance,  have  ensured  that  the  soil  and 
surface  water  systems  have  presented  the  minimum  of  problems 
during  the  past  year. " 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports  :- 

"On  the  1st  April,  1958,  a  new  contract  with  Messrs. 

D.  Heath  &  Sons  of  Enfield,  for  Refuse  Collection  at  fort¬ 
nightly  intervals  commenced,  and  within  the  terms  of  this 
contract  continued  iintil  the  1st  October,  1958,  when  a  supple¬ 
mental  contract  commenced  for  collections  at  weekly  intervals. 
New  vehicles  were  put  into  service  for  these  contracts,  -  2  - 
18/20  cu.  yds.  and  1-25  cu.  yds.  Dennis  Paxit  conpressed 
rear  loading  vehicles.  These  vehicles  have  proved  to  be 
highly  satisfactory  and  generally  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  refuse  has  continued  to  work  smoothly  and  well. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  under  the  facilities 
available  at  Messrs.  Inns  &  Conpany’s  tip  at  Smallford." 
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SWDMLm  POOL 


The  only  swimining  pool  in  the  district  is  attached  to  the 
San  Marina  Restaurant  at  South  Mimms,  and  is  privately  owned. 

The  pool  has  not  been  in  regular  use  for  several  years 
and,  in  September,  1956,  the  entire  premises  were  vacated  and 
closed  down. 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,1937> 
particulars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Act  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
Extracts  from  the  report  are:- 

(a)  Inspections 

65  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  65  factories 
and  14  other  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

In  4  pi'emises  contraventions  of  the.  provisions  of  the  Factories 
Act  were  observed  and  4  were  remedied. 

(b)  Outworkers 

Employers’  lists  submitted  showed  that  there  were  44 
premises  where  homework  was  carried  on.  35  inspections  were 
made. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19AB  -  Section  47 

During  the  year  attention  was  drawn  to  one  case  of  an 
elderly  person  who  was  nearly  blind  and  living  alone  in  un¬ 
satisfactory  circumstances. 

After  thorough  investigation  into  the  case,  and  contact 
with  a  relative  and  certain  public  authorities,  it  was  decided 
that  the  circumstances  did  not  Justify  action  under  Section  47* 

Section  D  -  Housing 

(See  page  17  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector*  s 
Report) . 

Section  E  -  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(See  page  20  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Injector’ s 
Report) . 
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Section  F 


EREViiLENCE  OF.  AM3  CONTROL  OVER,  IHFECTIOUS 

AM)  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the 
year  1958  were:- 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

3 

"Whooping  Co\igh 

6 

- 

- 

Measles 

20 

- 

- 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

6 

4 

- 

Acute  Polionyelitis 
(  Non-par  alyti  c) 

1 

1 

mm 

Dysenteiy 

1 

- 

mm 

Pood  Poisoning 

1 

2 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

47 

9 

- 

The  following  figures  show  notifications  of  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  since  19Zfl:- 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Polioncrelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

194L 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

53 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

19¥f 

10 

0 

0 

23 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

if4 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

19^ 

17 

0 

1 

108 

57 

1949 

n 

0 

1 

278 

43 

1950 

i»4 

0 

8 

306 

1A4 

1951 

15 

0 

-  3 

179 

67 

1952 

17 

0 

1 

l64 

21 

1953 

22 

0 

1 

381 

I2f2 

1954 

23 

0 

0 

8 

35 

1955 

4 

0 

1 

537 

9 

1956 

2 

0 

1 

30 

25 

1957 

6 

0 

0 

301 

16 

1958 

11 

0 

1 

20 

6 

- 1 
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IMMUNISATION 


This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Area  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  re¬ 
lating  to  Potters  Bar  children. 


Diphtheria 

only 

Combined 

Diphtherie/ 

Whooping 

Cough 

Whooping 

Cough 

only 

Number  of  children 
who  con^jleted  full 
course  of  primary 
immunisation 

156 

178 

115 

Number  of  children 
who  received  rein¬ 
forcing  injections 

499 

3 

ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  OROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  -  1958 


Diseases 

0-5 

5-15 

- 1 

15-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

1958 

Total 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

7 

. 

_ 

11 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

6 

16 

Measles 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

15 

5 

— 

— 

20 

301 

(Primary  or  Influenzal) 
Acute  Polionyelitis 

— 

- 

2 

2 

2 

6 

4 

Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Non-Paralytic 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Pood  Poisoning 

*• 

2 

•• 

2 

■  ■ 

TOTALS 

21 

17 

; 

5 

2 

2 

47 

327  ; 
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TUBERCULOSIS  -  1958 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

j 

Respiratoiy 

Non-re  spiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-re  spiratory 

1  Age 

1  Periods 

i. 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

0-1 

• 

• 

!  1-5 

- 

«• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

5-15 

- 

- 

- 

-> 

1  15-25 

2 

2 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-35 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-A5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-55 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

55-65 

1 

1 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65 

i 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

2 

— 

• 

!  Totals 

1958 

9 

5 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1557 

5 

4 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
connencement  and  end  of  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table, 
£LS  the  foregoing  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  outward  trans¬ 
fers,  or  of  persons  cured* 


t 

1958 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

P - ...  — 

Total  on  register 
at  commencement 
of  year 

87 

69 

156 

4 

4 

8 

164 

Total  on  register 
at  end  of  year 

84 

74 

00 

3 

3 

6 

164 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSEBCTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  nor  Report  for  the  year  1958, 
and  details  of  the  various  functions  of  the  department  ore 
given  in  the  following  pages.  comments  on  some  of  the  more 

inportant  features  of  the  year  are  shown  below. 

Results  of  the  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  began  to 
show  during  the  year  2uid  very  many  enquiries  vrere  received 
regarding  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  procedure.  Suiprisingly 
few  of  these  i^siilted  in  the  submission  of  formal  applications 
by  tenants  and,  as  mentioned  in  ny  report  of  last  year,  it 
appears  that  many  tenants  do  not  conpletely  understand  the 
procedure.  Even  when  a  full  explanation  is  given,  there  seems 
to  be  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  tenants  to  use  the 
protection  given  by  the  Act, 

Tov/eirds  the  end  of  the  year  the  Landlord  and  Tenant 
(Temporary  Provisions)  Act,  1958,  was  introduced  and  this 
required  an  owner  to  apply  for  a  Court  Order  where  possession 
of  a  decontrolled  property  was  sought.  In  fact,  during  1958, 
no  Orders  for  possession  of  any  property  in  the  district  were 
granted.  Steps  were  tsiken,  however,  to  ensure  the  use  of  the 
Sherwood  Avenue  Hostel  for  a  further  period  up  to  three  years 
and  this  accommodation  was  to  be  used  mainly  for  families 
affected  by  the  Rent  Act, 

As  anticipated  in  last  year's  report,  the  new  conditions 
for  Petrolexam  Licences  were  prepared  and  notified  to  licensees. 
All  tanks  in  the  district  over  20  years  old  were  tested  in 
readiness  for  the  renewal  of  licences  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Arrangements  for  thd.s  work  occupied  much  time  and  although  a 
large  number  of  tanks  were  tested  in  1958  -  the  numbers  will 
eventually  increase  as  more  tanks  become  older  and,  of  course, 
the  test  must  be  repeated  at  the  25th  and  30th  years  and 
subsequently  every  second  year. 

The  Engineer,  on  page  10,  gives  his  report  on  Refuse 
Collection  and,  for  the  first  time,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
district  was  served  by  weekly  collection  arrangements.  This 
step  by  the  Council  was  welcomed  by  all  and  will,  I  think, 
have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  general  standards  of  environ¬ 
mental  health  in  the  district. 
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On  the  Housing  Section  on  page  19  I  refer  to  the  redevelop¬ 
ment  of  the  Prefabricated  Estates  and,  while  this  is  an  excellent 
scheme,  much  of  the  new  housing  accommodation  had  to  be  used  for 
the  housing  of  displaced  prefab*  tenants  wliich  meant  that  less 
was  available  for  other  purposes*  Consequently  the  Slum 
Clearance  programme  slowed  down,  although,  in  general,  the  worst 
properties  were  dealt  with  (see  page  17)» 

In  August,  Mr*  Paircloth  retired  after  13  years*  service 
with  the  Council  and  Mr*  J*D.  Smith  was  appointed  -  no  other 
staff  changes  occurred  and  the  reorganisation  I  referred  to  last 
year  has  resulted  in  better  attention  being  given  to  all  the 
different  responsibilities  of  the  department*  All  members  of 
the  staff  have  worked  well  and  I  am  sure  the  Council  will 
appreciate,  as  I  do,  the  loyal  and  conscientious  service  given* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J*H.  ROOLEY, 

^  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector* 
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HOUSIN& 


Sluun  Clearance 

4 

Routine  housing  work  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957  was  confined  to  work  in  connection  vdth  the  Council’s 
Sluia  Clearance  programine.  Fourteen  dwellings  v/ere  inspected 
and  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  at 
a  reasonable  cost.  During  the  year  I6  more  houses  were 
demolished.  Ten  familiea,  a  total  of  28  persons,  were  re¬ 
housed  by  the  Council  from  unfit  property. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  houses  dealt  with  by 
the  Council  in  their  five  year  Slum  Clearance  programme  which 
began  in  1955:- 


1  ■  . . .  ■  ■  .  "  '  ' 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Total 

Houses  represented  to 

Council  - 

Formally  or  Informally, 

16 

17 

14 

8 

55 

Unfit  Houses  actually 
demolished  - 

(a)  After  Formal  or 

Informal  action. 

12 

15 

6 

10 

43 

(b)  Voluntarily  by  Owners 

2 

2 

3 

6 

13 

Repair 

In  addition  to  procedure  under  Section  I6  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957>  25  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
were  carried  out  mainly  as  a  result  of  coE^laints  received. 
These  figures  do  not  include  those  houses  dealt  with  for 
choked  drainage  only  and  which  numbered  74>  being  the  houses 
affected  by  32  blockages. 

During  the  year  the  defects  at  19  houses  inspected  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  were  remedied. 

A  sximmary  of  ii:nprovenients  and  repairs  carried  out  at 
dwelling  houses  appears  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
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Improvement  Grants 


A  nimiber  of  enquiries  regarding  Improvement  Grants  were 
received  "but  only  three  ov/ners  proceeded  with  formal  applica¬ 
tions*  These  were  all  approved*  Details  are  given  helow:- 


Prendses 


Nature  of  Improvement 


Cost  and  amount 

of  Grant 


22,  Quakers  Lane*  Adaptation  and  enlargement  £38VV“^ 

of  existing  buildings  to  (£19vy-d. ) 

provide  a  ground  floor 
bathroom  incorporating  in¬ 
ternal  water-closet,  bath 
and  lavatory  basin,  and  a 
ventilated  lobby  thereto; 
new  drainage  in  connection 
with  bathroom;  the  provision 
of  a  domestic  hot  water 
supply;  and  a  proper  food 
f  storage  larder* 


192,  Mutton  Lane*  Provision  of  bathroom  £307/ 

addition  incorporating  a  (£193/lO/-d.) 

fixed  bath,  lavatory  basin 

and  internal  water-closet; 

the  provision  of  a  domestic 

hot  water  supply;  and  certain 

new  drainage  work* 


36,  Park  Avenue,  Adaptation  of  a  small  bedroom  £247/ 

to  provide  a  bathroom  in-  (£123/l^“<i») 
corporating  bath,  lavatory 
basin  and  internal  water- 
closet;  the  provision  of  a 
domestic  hot  water  supply; 
new  drainage  work  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  bathroom;  and  the 
provision  of  a  draw-off 
drinking  water  tap  direct 
from  the  rising  main* 

The  works  of  inprovement  and  repair  at  one  house  which  was 
approved  for  grant  prior  to  1958,  and  two  of  the  above  houses, 
were  completed  during  the  year* 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

A  large  number  of  enquiries  on  many  aspects  of  rent  control 
and  procedure  tinder  the  Rent  Act,  1957  were  received  and  dealt 
with  in  the  department.  Despite  the  many  enquiries  and  requests 
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for  official  forms,  only  two  applications  for  Certificates  of 


Disrepair  were  received  before  the  end  of  the  year.  These 
were  dealt  with  as  follows 

Number  refused  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ..  NXL 

Landlord  notified  of  proposal  to  issue 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  (Form  j)  ..  ••  2 

Undertakings  given  by  landlord  to 
remedy  defects  (Form  k)  ••  ••  ••  ••  1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  ••  ••  1 

Landlord’s  application  for  cancellation 
of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ••  ••  ••  NIL 

Housing  Mfmagement 


Probably  the  most  iii5)02rbant  feature  of  the  year  was  the 
Council’ s  decision  to  commenoe  the  redevelopment  of  the 
Brookside  prefabricated  bungalow  estate  at  South  Mimms. 

Thirty  bungalows  were  involved  and  tenants  had  to  have 
alternative  accommodation  before  demolition  and  subsequent 
building  of  peimanent  dwellings  could  be  carried  out.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  most  tenants  had  been  moved  -  some  to 
Potters  Bar  houses  and  others  to  the  new  houses  in  Blackhorse 
Lane  -  twenty  prefabs,  had  been  demolished  and  a  start  had 
been  made  on  the  new  houses. 

Sixty- two  houses  flats  and  bungalows  will  occupy  the  site 
of  the  30  prefabs. ,  and  after  all  displaced  tenants  have  been 
provided  with  permanent  accommodation  some  of  the  new  houses 
will  be  available  for  families  on  the  waiting  list.  Others 
will  be  used  to  house  tenants  displaced  from  the  prefab, 
estate  at  Gregory  Avenue  where  a  similar  redevelopment  scheme 
is  to  take  place. 

During  the  year  23  new  houses  were  con^jleted,  and  as 
usual  several  casual  vacancies  occurred.  In  all,  71  lettings 
were  made  of  which  24  involved  families  from  the  waiting  list. 
In  eiddition  10  families  were  housed  from  properties  demolished 
under  the  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

The  Council’ s  powers  to  hold  the  Sherwood  Avenue  Halfway 
House  \inder  requisition  expired  in  December,  1958,  but  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  owner  were  completed  so  that  the  use  of  the 
hostel  could  be  retained  for  a  further  period  up  to  three  years. 
The  accommodation,  however,  was  to  be  reserved  mainly  for  the 
use  of  families  evicted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  outstanding  applications  on 
the  waiting  lists  increased  from  395  to  4^2. 
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The  Differential  Rent  Scheme  continued  in  operation  and 
in  Pebruaiy  the  Council  reviewed  details  of  the  Scheme.  No 
major  changes  were  made. 

INSPECTION  AND  SURERVISIQN  OF  FOOD 

Routine  work  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food 
establishments  and  vehicles  and  in  the  general  supervision  of 
the  food  supplies,  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

3-40  inspections  and  other  visits  were  made  to  the  various 
food  premises,  vehicles,  etc.,  in  which  food  was  prepared, 
stored  or  sold.  Twenty-one  informal  notices  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  were 
served  during  1958,  and  30  informal  notices  were  coD^lied  with 
during  the  year. 

The  tables  that  follow  show  at  the  31st  December,  1958, 
the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  by  type  of  business, 
and  the  number  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955:- 

Number  of  Food  Premises  by  Type  of  Business 


Business 

— ^ - 

No.  of  food 

premises 

No.  of  food 
trades 

Catering  Es t  abli  shme  nt  s ;  - 

fa^  Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.. 

13) 

20) 

(b^  School  Meals  Centres. 

11) 

11) 

(<z)  Works  Canteens. 

3)  32 

5)  hi 

(d)  Hospital  and  Institution 

) 

) 

Kitchens. 

5) 

5) 

Bakehouses 

3 

3 

Butchers 

11 

14 

Fishmongers 

5 

5 

Grocers 

28 

32 

Greengrocers 

10 

13 

Milk  Distributing  Depots 

3 

3 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

5 

6 

Mixed  shops  (2  or  more  principal 

trades) 

7 

- 

Public  Houses 

13 

13 

Sweet  Shops 

Ik 

26 

Ice-cream: - 

Manufacturers  and  Vendors 

(Registered) 

- 

2 

Vendors  only  (Registered) 

- 

36 

TOTALS 

131 

194 
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Notes;  Under  (a)  are  the  number  of  food  premises  classified 
according  to  the  principal  business  only* 

The  figures  in  colimin  (b)  show  the  number  of  different 
trades  carried  on  in  the  district  and  take  into  account 
the  more  important  subsidiary  trades  cEurried  on  at 
multiple  shops  and  stores* 

Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under 

Section  l6.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Storage,  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  **  **  •*  38 

Manufacture  of  sausages  *•  * .  10 

Boiling  of  hams  •*  .*  .*  ••  *•  *.  ••  ••  ^ 

S 

Below  is  a  classification  of  the  visits  paid  to  food 
establishments  and  vehicles 


Type  of  premises  Visits 


Cafes,  licensed  premises,  etc*,  **  **  ••  ••  ••  118 

Bakehouses  *•  .*  ..  *.  *•  * .  12 

Butchers'  shops  **  *•  ••  .*  .  3^ 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  **  *•  * .  23 

Milk  Depots  **  ••  .*  ••  *.  •»  .*  ••  1 

Other  food  premises  .  . .  117 

Milk  and  other  food  delivery  vehicles,  hawkers,  etc*,  33 

3i+0 


A  record  of  improvements  effected  at  the  various  food 
establishments  as  a  resiilt  of  these  visits  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  the  areport* 

Certificates  of  Exemption 

No  Certificates  of  Exenption  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955  were  issued  during  the  year* 

Ice-Cream 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  premises  in  which 
ice-cream  was  manufactured  on  a  small  scale,  and  in  each  case 
the  "heat  treated"  process  was  employed* 

Three  new  applications  for  registration  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  were  received,  and  approved,  and  one  registered  shop 
became  vacant*  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  38  premises 
registered* 
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Hinety-seven  sanples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  in  1958 
and  submitted  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratoiy  for 
analysis  with  the  following  results 

All  Manufacturers;- 


Satisfactory  2  !!'. 

unsatisfactory  ^ 

Local  Manufacturers  only;- 

Satisfactory  2 

Unsatisfactory  [3^^  |  I” 

Comparative  figures 


92 

4 

1 

20 

2 

1 

for 


or  95^ 
or  4^ 

j  33% 

or  if. 
mL  } 

1  2^ 

or 

or 

1  9^ 

or  kf 
Miili  J 

1 

last  5  years:- 

All  Manufacturers 

Satisfactory  (Grades  1  &  2^ 
Unsatisfactory  (Grades  3  &  4) 

Local  Manufacturers  only:- 

Satisfactory  f Grades  1  &  2^ 
Unsatisfactory  (Grades  3  &  4) 

Total  samples  taken 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

12^ 

96^ 

98.5^ 

100^ 

94^ 

99^ 

1.555 

ML 

6fo 

ifo 

86fo 

0 

H 

100^ 

87.5^ 

S6fo 

HIL 

ML 

12.5^ 

>4 

110 

69 

63 

80 

97 

Food  Poisoning 

Two  isolated  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and 
one  further  case  was  otherwise  ascertained*  Two  of  these 
cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  and  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  patients*  specimens  showed  that  Salmonella  Fewport  and 
Salmonella  Typhi -murium  were  the  organisms  responsible, 
although  the  sources  of  infection  v/ere  not  discovered. 

The  organism  responsible  for  the  case  which  was  otherwise 
ascertained  was  not  identified. 
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Milk  Supply 

During  1958,  69  san^les  of  the  various  designated  milks 
•were  taken  from  retailers  trading  in  the  district;  all  were 
satisfactory. 

There  were  9  Dealers’  and  10  Supplementary  licences  to 
sell  designated  milks  in  force  in  1958# 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

The  table  following  shows  the  food  which  was  examined 
and  found  unfit  for  human  consun^tion  and  subsequently 
surrendered  and  destroyed: - 

Unsound  Food  ■■  1958 


lbs. 

ozs. 

Iii5)orted  Beef  ,, 

•  • 

31 

- 

Iinported  Kidneys 

•  • 

32 

- 

Sausages  , • 

•  • 

13 

8 

Fresh  Fish  ,, 

•  • 

14 

- 

Potatoes  , , 

•  • 

896 

- 

Tinned  Meat  , , 

•  • 

29 

2i 

Tinned  Vegetables 

•  • 

18 

9 

Tinned  Fruit  «• 

•  • 

27 

Tinned  Fish  ,, 

•  • 

7^ 

Tinned  Pudding 

•  • 

154 

Bottled  Salad  Cream 

2 

13 

Bottled  Mayonnaise 

•  • 

9 

Bottled  Hungarian  Gerkins 

1 

14 

Tinned  Milk  , , 

•  • 

9  cwt,  2  qtrs,  3  lbs,  8^  ozs,^  2  pts. 


All  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  either  by  burning  in  the 
furnace  of  Clare  Hall  Hospital,  or  rendered  unusable  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Cole  Green,  Hatfield, 


-23- 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Adulteration  eto«») 


These  duties  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Control  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Mddlesex  County  Council  and  Mr.  O’Keefe,  Chief 
Officer  of  that  department,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  which  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  Potters  Bar 
during  1958:- 

(a)  Sampling 


Article 

r . .  — 

Total  Samples 
Procured 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  (Various) 

26 

1 

Butter 

7 

Cakes,  etc.. 

10 

2 

Cheese 

3 

- 

Cooked  Meat 

4 

- 

Cream  '' 

5 

- 

Drugs 

4 

- 

Pish  and  Pish  Products 

10 

•• 

loe-cream 

7 

2 

Liver 

7 

- 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

6 

mm 

Sausages,  etc* 

5 

- 

Vinegar 

8 

- 

Miscellaneous 

13 

— 

TOTALS 

115 

5 

Notes; 

Milk  One  san^jle  of  milk  was  found  to  be  slightly 
deficient  in  milk  fat.  A  subsequent  sample  from  the  same 
source  was  found  to  be  genuine  and  no  further  action  was  taken* 

Calces,  Etc*  Two  samples  were  purchased  from  a  retailer  and 
each  was  sold  as  ’’apple  tart  with  cream".  In  each  case  the 
"cream"  was  found  to  be  imitation  cream.  An  official  caution 
was  sent  to  the  retailer  conceined* 

Ice-cream  Two  sanples  of  ice-cream  purchased  from  a 
retailer  were  each  found  to  contain  slightly  less  fat  than  the 
minimum  5  per  cent  required  by  the  Pood  Standards  (ice-Oream) 
Order  1953*  An  official  caution  was  sent  to  this  trader. 
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(^)  Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887  -  1955 


The  majority  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Acts  relates  to  ensuring  that  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  various  Marking  Orders  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1926,  and  which  relate  to  the  marking 
with  an  indication  of  origin  of  certain  in5)orted  foodstuffs 
when  exposed  for  sale  or  sold,  are  complied  with*  Inspections 
were  made  at  29  separate  premises  of  83  displays  of  meat, 
apples,  tomatoes  and  poultry* 

(c)  Labelling  of  Food  Order.  1953 

This  Order  requires  pre-packed  food  to  be  marked  with  the 
name  and  address,  or  with  the  registered  trade  mark,  of  the 
packer  or  labeller.  It  also  requires  such  food  to  be 
labelled  with  its  common  or  usual  name  (if  any)  and  with  the 
names  of  the  ingredients  of  a  confounded  food.  It  also 
controls  the  manner  in  which  the  presence  of  vitamins  and 
minerals  is  disclosed  and  prescribes  specific  labelling  of 
certain  foods. 

A  total  of  181  articles  of  pre-packed  food  v/as  examined 
at  32  premises  to  ascertain  whether  the  above  requirements 
were  conflied  with;  no  serious  infidngements  of  this  Order 
were  detected* 

(d)  False  or  Misleading  Descriptions 

As  in  previous  years  food  advertisements  and  labels  have 
been  scrutinised  for  false  or  misleading  statements  and  des¬ 
criptions.  Much  of  this  scrutiny  of  food  labels  can  be 
combined  with  inspection  work  imder  the  Labelling  of  Pood 
Order.  No  seidous  infringements  were  disclosed.  Corrective 
action  was  secured  in  relation  to  descriptions  applied  to 
"milk  block",  "Double  Tea",  an  imitation  cream  powder,  cakes 
filled  with  a  mixture  of  butter  and  sugar,  canned  mixed 
vegetables,  raspberry  syrup,  powdered  soup  mixes,  mediimi  red 
salmon,  gorgonzola  cheese  spread  and  cheese  spread* 

(e)  Safe  talk 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  12  samples  of  raw  milk 
were  procured  within  your  Urban  District  and  submitted  to 
test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli*  None  was  found 
contaminated. 
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RCDENT  CONTROL.  1958 


In  the  year  \inder  review  118  notifications  of  rats  an^or 
mice  wei^  received  and  investigated  compared  with  164  during 
1957*  The  number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out  as  a  routine 
measure  or  associated  with  notifications  was  301  compared  with 
339  in  1957>  and  the  nimiber  of  treatments  was  less  than  last 
year  (105  compared  with  131  last  year)* 

As  in  previous  years  the  methods  of  eradication  eii5)loyed 
wer^  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood* 

The  types  of  infestation  encountered  followed  the  usual 
pattern  -  gardens,  yards  and  outbuildings  attached  to  dwelling 
houses  predominating* 

During  the  year  a  "running  down"  of  the  contract  service 
formerly  operated  by  the  Middlesex  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  and  continued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Pood,  took  place*  The  cessation  of  this  service 
will  necessitat9  a  rather  closer  supervision  over  the  several 
agricultural  properties  in  the  district  hitherto  served  by  this 
contract  service* 

Belov/  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  depart¬ 
ment  during  1958:- 

Number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out 

by  notification  ••  **  ••  ••  ••  118 


183  301 


otherwise 


Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
Rodent  Control 

(b.)  by  Public  Health  Inspector  *  •  •  •  70 

(b))  by  Rodent  Operator  *  •  •  •  •  *  8O6 

Number  of  separate  treatments  carried 
out 


by  Local  Authority 


•  • 


•  • 


Rats  Mice  Total 
,.81  18  99 

,.51  ^ 

86  19  105 


Number  of  cases  where  no  infestation  was  found  ••*  19^ 
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The  details  that  follow  show  the  types  of  infestation 
dealt  with;- 

Rats  Mice  Total 


Dwelling  Houses  ••  .•  ••  ••  13  12  23 

Gardena  and  Yards  (including  outbuildings)  58  1  59 

Sewers  and  drains  ••  . .  -  -  - 

AgriciiLtural  Property  ••  .  6  -  6 

Schools  (including  Meals  Centres)  ••  -  1  1 

Sewage  Works  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  -  -  - 

Shop  Premises  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  -  - 

Building  Sites  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  3  **  3 

Other  Premises  .  ••  ••  8  3  U 


88  17  105 


Details  of  action  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of 

fa)  treatments  ••  ••  ••  ••  29)  ,, 

(h)  structural  work  (proofing)  •  •  2) 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ••  NIL 
Legal  proceedings  instituted  ••  ••  NIL 

Premises  rat-proofed  •#  ••  ••  ••  1 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

The  disinfection  of  premises  aiud/or  articles  was  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  following  diseases 


Glandular  Fever  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  •  • .  . .  5 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ••  ••  ••  1 

Polionyelitis  and  Suspected  Polionyelitis  3 
Tuberculosis  •  •  . .  •  •  1 


As  in  previous  years  the  work  carried  out  by  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  connection  with  the  eradication  of  insect  pests 
generally,  was  confined  almost  entirely  to  advisory  measures. 

Five  premises  were  treated  by  the  department  for  in¬ 
festation  by  wasps  and  one  for  ants# 
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SM3KE  ABATEMENT 


In  last  year’s  Annual  Report  I  drew  attention  to  those 
provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  which  "became  operative 
on  the  31st  December,  1956* 

The  Clear  Air  Act,  1956  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1958,  fixed 
1st  June,  1938  as  the  date  of  operation  of  all  those  provisions 
of  the  Act  wViich  were  not  already  in  force*  These  provisions 
include  Sections  1  &  2  which,  with  certain  exceptions,  prohibit 
the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  chimneys;  Sections  5  -  9>  which 
regulate  the  discharge  of  grit  and  dust  from  furnaces;  Section 
l6  wirlch  provides  new  powers  for  dealing  with  smoke  nuisances; 
and  Sections  19  &  20  which  prohibit  dark  smoke  from  railway 
engines  and  ships  respectively* 

The  urban  district  has  no  real  industrial  smoke  problem, 
and  only  itl'requently  is  it  fotind  necessary  to  take  action  in 
regard  "I'.o  a  smoke  nuisance.  The  area  is  not  within  a  "black 
area"o 

(a)  Smoke  Ccntrbl  Areas 

No  further  consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Smoke  Control  Area. 

It  became  increasingly  evident  however  that  more  and  more 
householders  were  voluntarily  changing  old  fashioned  grates 
for  modem  smokeless  appliances,  and  much  more  smokeless  fuel 
was  in  demand  -  a  demand,  in  fact,  which  coiiLd  not  be  met. 

Building  Byelaw  re  heating  and  cooking  appliances 

A  new  building  byelaw  made  under  Section  2A  of  the  Act  was 
adopted  by  the  Council  in  1957»  This  Byelaw  is  designed  to 
ensure  that  domestic  appliances  installed  in  new  buildings  are 
capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels  or  othei*wise  capable  of 
smokeless  operation. 

(c)  New  Furnaces  (Section  3) 

All  applications  for  the  prior  approval  of  new  furnaces 
under  this  Section  are  dealt  with  jointly  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  myself,  but  during  the  year  no  applications  were 
received. 

(d)  Height  of  Chimneys  (Section  lo) 

Plans  of  new  buildings  (other  than  dwellings,  shops  and 
offices)  which  indicate  the  proposed  erection  of  a  chimney. 
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are  examined  jointly  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  nyself , 
but  during  the  year  no  plans  under  this  heading  were  received# 

DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  36  choked  drainage  systems  involving  83 
premises  were  dealt  with  by  the  department,  and  at  19  premises 
the  drainage  systems  were  repaired,  reconstructed  or  enlarged* 

In  the  summer  months  complaints  were  received  of  sewage 
pollution  of  surface  water  drainage  ditches  in  the  Mount  Grace 
Road  area.  As  a  resiiLt  a  fairly  exhaustive  survey  of  the 
drainage  systems  of  approximately  2+0  properties  in  the  Church 
Road,  Quakers  Lane  area  was  carried  out  before  a  soil  drainage 
connection  to  the  surface  water  system  was  discovered.  This 
defect  was  immediately  rectified  and  there  have  been  no 
further  complaints* 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  factory  in  which  the  manufacture  of  soft  furnishing 
is  carried  on  is  registered  under  the  above  Act* 

]^t  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  at  each  shop  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  licences  vrere  issued. 

Street  Trading 

No  applications  under  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Act, 
192+4  were  received  during  1958* 

General 

The  administration  of  various  other  Acts  of  Parliament 
is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  these 
include : - 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952* 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  &  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act,  1956* 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations* 

Inspection  duties  \uider  the  Shops  Act  are  usually  com¬ 
bined  with  those  under  other  headings  carried  out  at  shop 
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premises,  but  maiiy  enquiries  are  dealt  with,  usually  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  hours  of  closing,  Sunday  trading,  etc** 


The  Council’s  functions  under  the  various  Acts  and 
Regulations  dealing  with  Petroleum  Spirit  are  administered  by 
the  Public  Health  Department* 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  Council  adopted 
the  Revised  Code  of  Recommendations  issued  by  the  Home  Office 
and  during  1958  all  licensees  were  notified  of  the  new  re¬ 
quirements*  This  resulted  in  all  storage  tanks  over  20 
years  old  being  tested  and  about  40  tests  were  carried  out 
prior  to  licences  being  renewed*  One  leaking  tank  was  dis¬ 
covered  and  replaced* 

During  1958  one  new  licence  to  store  1,000  gallons  was 
issued  and  an  existing  licence  was  extended  to  cover  an 
additional  3 >000  gallons*  At  the  end  of  the  year  27  licences 
were  in  force  and  these  allowed  a  total  storage  capacity  of 
91 >350  gallon^* 

GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
Visits  and  Inspections  made  during  the  Year 


Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ••  837 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  **  **  4^5 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  *  •  34^ 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Pactoides  Act.  •*  ••  113 

Visits  and  inspections  iinder  the  Petroleum  Acts  and 

Regulations  *  •  •  *  14^ 

Shops  Act  visits  and  inspections  **  .*  ••  *•  ••  H 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  •*  ••  29 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Rodent  Control 

(by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  ••  *.  . .  70 

(by  Rodent  Operator)  ••  *•  ..  .  806 

Administrative  visits  *•  ••  ..  ••  ••  ••  145 

Rehousing  visits,  etc*  ••  ••  ••  3^4 

Visits  under  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  •  •  . .  “ 

Visits  under  Rent  Act,  1957  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ^ 

Visits  under  Clean  Air  Act  ••  .  ••  ^ 

Miscellaneous  visits  *•  *•  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  133 

Total  visits  and  inspections  •  •  •  •  •  •  3475 
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Details  of  Formal  and  Informal  Action 


Number  of  premises  etc.,  in  respect  of  which  verbal 

notices  were  given .  ••  ..  66 

Nurnber  of  premises  etc. ,  wheire  iinpix)vements  were 

effected  following  verbal  notices  ..  ..  ..  60 

Number  of  premises  etc. ,  in  respect  of  which 

written  Informal  Notices  were  served  .  •  •  •  23 

Number  of  premises  etc. ,  where  improvements  were 
effected  following  service  of  written  Informal 
Notices  ..  ..  . .  ..  ••  ..  26 

Statutory  Notices  served: - 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Section  93  *  Abatement  of  Nuisance  ..  ..1 

Section  89  -  Provision  of  sanitary 
conveniences  at  public  house^etc. ,  . •  . .  1 

Section  45  -  Repair  or  cleansing 
defective  closet  accommodation  . .  • •  . •  5 

Housing  Act«  1957 

Requisition  for  Information  (Section  I70)  **  6 

Time  and  Place  for  considering  unfit 
house  (Section  16)  ..  ••  ..  .. 

Notice  to  quit  house  subject  to  Demolition 
Order  (Section  22)  . .  . . 8 

Demolition  Orders  (Section  I7)  •  •  •  •  •  •  9 
Closing  Orders  . .  ••  ..1 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Form  J  -  Proposal  to  issue  Certificate 
of  Disrepair  ..  ..  . . .  ..2 

Form  L  -  Certificate  of  Disrepair  . .  * .  •  •  1  41 

Statutory  notices  requiring  execution  of  works 

complied  with  ..  . .  ..  ..  ••  15 

Legal  Proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  3/ear. 
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SUMMARY  OF  IMEROVEMEIOTS.  REPAIRS,  ETC.  . 

CiiRRIED  OUT  DURING  1958 


Number  of 

houses 

(a)  DWmiNG  HOUSES 

Water  Supply  and  Fittings 

Services  repaired, renewed  or  inproved  ••  ••  1+ 

Drainage 

Additional  new  drainage  provided .  ^ 

Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  inproved  •  •  .  •  17 

Drains  unstopped  (32  blockages)  ••  .•  ••  74 

Eavesgutters  and  down  pipes  repsdred, 

renewed  or  unstopped  • «  • »  •  •  •  •  .  •  4 

Soil  and  waste  pipes  repaired/renewed  ••  »•  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Internal  W.C^«  provided  to  replace 

external  W.cs,  ••  ••  ••  3+ 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  or  Improvements 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  .  5 

Danp-proof  courses  provided  •  •  . .  1 

Underfloor  ventilation  provided  or  inproved  ••  1 

External  brickwork  repaired,  rendered, 

pointed  etc* ,  ••  ••  ••  •*  ••  ••  2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  •  •  •  •  .  •  •  •  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  •  •  •  •  2 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  ••  ••  ••  ••  1 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  1 

Windows  repaisred  or  renewed  ••  ••  ••  ••  2 

Baths  provided  . ••  3^ 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  ••  .  3+ 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  .  ••  2+ 

Ventilation  inproved  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  1+ 

Food  stores  provided  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  1+ 

+  Inprovement  Grants* 
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(t)  FOOD  ESTABLISHMENTS  &  VEHICiliES 


Food  Hyg*  No«  of 

Reg.  Premises 


6  Cleansing  of  articles  and  equipment 

carried  out  ••  ••  ••  .  1 

6  Articles  and  equipment  repaired,  renewed 

or  in^roved  ••  ..  ..  .  3 

8  Food  protected  from  risk  of  contamination  4 

14  Sanitaiy  conveniences  -  cleansed  •  •  . .  1 

-  lobbies  ventilated  1 

14  ”Wash  hands”  notices  affixed  near 

sanitary  conveniences  •  •  .  3 

l6  Wash  hand  basins  provided  •  •  • .  •  •  2 

% 

l6  Water  supplies  provided  in  connection 
with  wash  basins 

fa^  hot  water  ••  . .  7 

(b;  cold  water  •  •  • .  . .  • .  • .  2 

16  Soap,  nailbrushes  or  towels  provided  ••  2 

17  First  aid  materials  provided  ••  ••  ••  4 

18  Accommodation  for  staff  clothing  provided  4 

19  Additional  sinks  or  other  facilities  for 

washing  food  and  equipment  provided  ••  1 

19  Water  supplies  provided  in  connection 
with  sinks,  etc. , 

(a)  hot  water  . .  2 

(b)  cold  water  •  •  •  •  • .  • .  •  •  1 

23  Floors  renewed  or  repaired  .  8 

23  Walls  and  ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ••  6 

23  Food  Rooms  cleansed  ••  ••  ••  ..  ••  10 

23  Windows,  renewed  or  repaired .  2 

24  Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  from 

food  rooms  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  1 

26  Name  and  address  of  person  carrying  on 

the  business  inscribed  on  food  vehicles  1 

28  Water  sijpplies  provided  in  food  vehicles  2 

Sinks  provided  in  food  vehicles  ••  ••  1 

Soap/nailbrushes/towels  provided  in 

food  vehicles  ••  ••  •*  ••  ••  1 


Miscellaneous 


of 

Premises 


Storage  facilities  enlarge^/improved  ••  •• 
Drainage  provided,  repaired  or  improved  •• 

Dustbins  provided  ••  ••  ..  ••  ••  •• 
Piremises  disinfested  of  insects  ••  ••  •• 

Ice  "Ore  am 

Regs* 

3(b)  Use  of  recording  thermometer  in 

ice-cream  manufacture  re-ecployed  ••  1 

(c)  FACTORIES  (Factories  Act,  1937) 

Sanitaiy  Conveniences  inprovecV^repairec^ 

cleansed  (Section  6)  ••  ..  •*  ••  ••  3 

Ventilated  lobbies  to  sanitaiy 

conveniences  provided  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  1 

(d)  MISCEIJARIDUS 

Sanitaiy  accommodation  at  licensed  premises 

inproved  ••  ••  . .  ••  ••  1 

Premises,  other  than  dwelling  houses,  in 

which  drains  unstopped  (4  stoppages)  ••  ••  9 

Unsatisfactory  pig  farms 

(a)  improved  ••  ••  . .  ••  ••  1 

(b)  closed  ••  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  1 
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